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The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

September 4 & 5, 2021 
 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 455 
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 
 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care.  

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.   



pg. 5 

 

 

 



pg. 6 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing mercy. 

Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our 

salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Deuteronomy 4:1, 2, 6-9 

Do not add and do not subtract; rather, take God’s words and law to heart. 

 

 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may 

live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 

Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD 

your God that I give you. 

 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will 

hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 

What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us   
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whenever we pray to him? And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws 

as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 

 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have 

seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their 

children after them. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 119c (see pg. 16) 

God’s law is to be taken inwardly – meditated upon and digested. 
 
  

Second Lesson James 1:17-27 

Do not merely listen to God’s Word; do what it says. 

 

 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 

who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we 

might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 

become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. Therefore, get 

rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which 

can save you. 

 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens 

to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after 

looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks 

intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has 

heard, but doing it – he will be blessed in what he does. 

 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives 

himself and his religion is worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 

to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia, alleluia. Your words became a joy to me and the delight of my heart. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Mark 7:1-8, 14, 15, 21-23 

Hearts cleansed by God’s Word produce clean actions that are in accordance with the law. 

 

 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 

Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were “unclean,” that is, unwashed. (The 

Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the   
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tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And 

they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 

 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to 

the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?” 

 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 

  “ ‘These people honor me with their lips,  

   but their hearts are far from me. 

  They worship me in vain;  

   their teachings are but rules taught by men.’ 

 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.” 

 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 

Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a 

man that makes him ‘unclean.’ For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 

All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.’ ” 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day O God, My Faithful God 

Christian Worship 459 
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Sermon Mark 7:1-8, 14, 15, 21-23 

 

Jesus Sheds Light on Some Cloudy Thinking 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen 

us when we are weak. 

  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 23 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns (see pg. 17) Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

 Christian Worship 474  

 

Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus 

Christian Worship 452 

 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

Christian Worship 311 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn We Are the Lord’s 

Christian Worship 427 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Psalm 119c 

 

 

 

 O, how I love your law! 

  I meditate on it all day long. 

 

 I have more insight than all my teachers, 

  for I meditate on your statutes. 

 

 I have more understanding than the elders, 

  for I obey your precepts.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 I have kept my feet from every evil path 

  so that I might obey your Word. 

 

 I have not departed from your laws, 

  for you yourself have taught me. 

 

 How sweet are your words to my taste, 

  sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday) 

  

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The altar flowers are placed by Matt and Jenny Bahr in celebration of their 12th wedding 

anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Mengxiong Yu, the father of Pastor Joshua Yu, hospitalized and scheduled for surgery next 

week. 

 

• Jessica Gromacki, at a crossroads in her current cancer treatment plan and now seeking a 

second opinion. 

 

• Candace Letcher, recovering at home from successful surgery last week. 

 

• JoAnn Schoeneck, recovering at Froedtert from emergency surgery on Wednesday night. 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You” Text and tune public domain. 

“Psalm 119c” Tune Joyce Schubkegel © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Tone © 1993  

 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 “O God, My Faithful God” Text and tune public domain.  

“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” Text and tune public domain. 

 “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” Text and tune public domain. 

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” Text and tune public domain. 

“We Are the Lord’s” Text and tune public domain.  
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own 

goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in 

mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted me as your child and made me a member  

of the body of Christ. I thank you for the forgiveness of sins present in this Sacrament.  

As I leave the table, empower me by your Spirit to witness and serve in your name. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 15 

 

 

 

 

 

  

M Mark 1:40-45 Isaiah 40:25-31 

T 1 Timothy 1:12-17 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

W 2 Corinthians 9:10-15 1 Chronicles 17:16-27 

R 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 

F Philippians 1:12-18 Mark 14:3-9 

S Philippians 1:26-29 Revelation 4:1-11 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


